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The Future Policy of the Great 
Powers. 

Events now taking place on the coast of China are 
interesting not only from the point of view of their 
bearing on the immediate future of that empire, but 
also from that of what is likely to be, in the not re- 
mote future, the relation of the great powers in gen- 
eral to one another and to the rest of the world. 
If we take into account the impulse of expansiveness, 
the greed, the desire for supremacy, the dislike and 
fear of one another, the craftiness, and the almost 
total lack of morality in their policies, which now 
control the movements of Germany, France, Russia, 
Great Britain and Japan in the East, it is simply im- 
possible to forecast the outcome of the present effer- 
vescence. Several results are possible. Some one 
of the powers may outwit the others and get such a 
hold in China as ultimately to control a large part if 
not the whole of it. They may ultimately agree 



among themselves to divide the empire among them. 
Their fear and hatred of one another may neutralize 
their aggressiveness and give China time to rally and 
to develop strength sufficient to prevent further in- 
roads into her territory. Their dread of a conflict of 
arms may check their boldness and make them con- 
tent with simply opening a few more treaty ports. 
A naval war may be precipitated at any moment. It 
would be easy enough to say what would happen, if 
any of these nations could act independently, of its 
own free will. As it is, one prophecy is as good as 
another. 

But there is a larger question than the immediate 
one. To this larger question all lovers of pure 
human progress may well address themselves. The 
great colonizing impulse of the last two centuries, 
which, if not led by the spirit of conquest, has often 
been dominated by it, has not spent itself. All care- 
ful observers know that the recent outburst of it has 
been both widespread and unexpectedly vigorous. It 
has continued to move Great Britain. It has strength- 
ened itself in France. It has tried to maintain itself 
in Italy. It has burst out like a volcanic eruption in 
Germany. It has pushed Russia steadily southeast- 
ward. It helped to turn the head of Greece. It has 
seized new Japan. It is beginning to affect the United 
States with a strange delirium. The fact that there 
is little more of the earth's surface open to conquest 
has seemed to madden the powers and urged them on 
to seize what they can get of that which remains. 

The question is what this selfish, self-exalting, 
aggressive spirit, if it is allowed to continue, is here- 
after to feed upon. There is not much more room 
for its operation against the natives in Africa. The 
territorial limits of the European powers in the Dark 
Continent are rapidly approaching definiteness. The 
New World is no longer open to colonization. The 
Russian empire and the British empire in India are 
now nearly touching. 
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All the important islands of the sea have been 
seized, and the remaining stony, barren, worthless 
ones are being grabbed as if they were nuggets of 
gold. 

In view of these facts, and of the great arma- 
ments which the powers have at command and are 
constantly increasing, it is the greatest and most seri- 
ous question of the day how this spirit of aggressive- 
ness, which spares nothing that is within the reach of 
its might, can be checked and ultimately destroyed. 
If there is any demon at the casting out of whom all 
good men and women of all lands ought to assist, it is 
this one. Hitherto Africa, Australasia, the islands 
of the sea have served as an outlet for its evil work- 
ings. Civilization has been spared much of its pent- 
up violence, only because beyond the borders of 
civilization existed lands and races, on which it could 
lay its conscienceless hands without fear of arrest 
or rebuke. Having done its work in these regions, 
the story of which is long and dreadful, the evil 
spirit is now turning upon China as the next weakest 
portion of the earth. If it is not arrested here, 
either through the neutralizing effect of the mutual 
jealousy of the powers or the prevalence of a better 
spirit; if the powers should proceed to divide up 
China, each grabbing what it can safely seize, who 
shall say what would be the next step ? Does any- 
body believe that the spirit of aggressivness, gloat- 
ing over its triumphs in the rending in pieces of the 
great Mongolian empire, would stop short at once 
content? Are the great powers in their career of 
aggression and expansion some day to turn their 
greedy faces towards the small civilized states of 
Europe and rob them of their independence ? Are 
the colonial wars of the New World in the last cen- 
tury to have their parallel in the twentieth century 
in a great conflict of the colonizing powers in 
Africa? Finally, finding no other outlet for this 
aggresiveness, and no other way in which to relieve 
the tension produced by their accumulated arma- 
ments, are they ultimately to turn madly against one 
another in a last desperate struggle for enlargement 
and supremacy ? Is this the way in which the long- 
expected European conflct is at last to come, involv- 
ing possibly our own country and others of this 
hemisphere ? 

These are not merely idle questions. They natural- 
ly arise in connection with events now taking place 
in the far Orient and in Africa. There is only one 



way to avoid some or all of these eventualities. The 
spirit, the movements out of which they might na- 
turally spring, must be suppressed. It may seem a 
hopeless task to undertake. But nothing is hopeless 
which is right. Many influences are already at work 
making it more and more difficult for the powers to 
go on in a course which has already wrought infinite 
mischief. These influences must be heavily and 
quickly re-enforced, for the work of a century is 
now shortened to a day. Too many good men 
think it utterly useless to attempt to change a spirit 
so deeply rooted, armed with such tremendous 
forces and operating on such a stupendous scale. A 
hundred million voices ought to be lifted without 
delay, while the fate of China is trembling before 
the criminal greed of Europe. There are a hundred 
million, and what might they not accomplish if utter- 
ed in unison in every land ! The nations must be 
taught that there is a wise and noble way of spending 
the vast energies which are now wasted in inquitous 
aggressions on the rights of weaker peoples, and in 
piling up armaments against one another. There 
are immense fields of internal improvements which 
have scarcely been touched. There are great lines 
of co-operation in which the nations might join and 
send forward human progress by " leaps and bounds." 
The iniquities of the powers must be unsparingly 
condemned ; the good which they leave undone must 
be constantly held up before them until the light 
finally shames all darkness out of their policies. Let 
every voice of every good man and woman in every 
land be lifted up in this behalf, though it may be for 
the time the voice of one crying in the wilderness. 
Such voices are always ultimately heard by a mul- 
titude, and in their final conquering force are more 
terrible than armies with banners. 



Coast Defences and the Millennium. 

In the January Forum General Miles pleads, al- 
most pathetically, for the rapid development of our 
coast defences, on two grounds. First, we have not 
reached the millennium. He says : 

" There are two impressions entertained by many 
of our people that in my opinion are not well founded. 
. . . One is that we have reached the millennium, 
that the world has become sufficiently enlightened to 
abhor war, and to settle all its national and interna- 
tional affairs on intelligent and humane principles. 
What facts warrant such a pleasing sentiment, be- 
lief, or hope? The heralds of time that record the 



